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thought, was made for the restraint of that absolute authority
which beforetime was exercised by the King's Council: so as
after the making thereof they were to take knowledge of these
few causes only, and of none others. But I do rather expound
it by way of enlargement of their judicial authority; for, inso-
much as there is not in it any words prohibitory touching the
former manner of proceeding, and the scope of this law is to
Lave those offenders convicted by other means than by order of
law as they were before, I gather thereby that the statute giveth
an additament of this sort, viz. that, whereas beforetime the
King and the Lords of this Council did not admit any complaint
but* such only as carried within it a reasonable surmise of
maintenance of their jurisdiction, . , . now by this statute, over
and besides that ancient authority, only three of the Council,
viz. the Chancellor, Treasurer, and Keeper of the Privy Seal,
using the assistance of some others thereunto appointed, were
enabled to hear and determine ordinarily of these eight offences,
and that without any manner of such suggestion or surmise at
all ...

This is all that for this time and service I purposed to say
of this most noble and praiseworthy court, the beams of whose
bright justice, equal in beauty with Hesperus and Lucifer (as
Aristotle said in like case), do blaze and spread themselves as
far as the realm is long and wide3 and by the influence of whose
supereminent authority all other courts of law and justice that
we have are both the more surely supported and the more
evenly kept and managed.

Lambarde's Arclieion, ed. 1635, pp. 116-217*.

5. CROMPTOH.

De Court de Starre Chamber, et matters auant le Counsell

le Eoy.

Le Court de Starre Chamber est Hault Court, tenus auant
le Eoy et son Counsell et auters, et ceux que sont sues la, sont
appeles per subpena dapperer deuant le Eoy et son Counsell al
jour mention in le brief; a que jour si fait defaut, doncque sur

1 * forJ in tlie original.

8 This work is said to haye been written in 1591.